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Role of Experts
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Recourse if
Outcome
Unfavorable
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Costs

Litigation

Attorney advised,
Court time-line
imposed

Attorney driven,
court defined

Each party retains

their own, incurring

costs for multiple
professionals

Many Paths to Ending a Marriage

Collaborative Practice

Values driven,
collaboratively
determined time
line

client driven,
attorney informed

Comparing Collaborative and Alternative Divorce Processes

Mediation

Consensus driven,
abbreviated
timelines

client driven,
mediator informed

A

A neutral set of
collaboratively-trained
professionals shared by both
parties.

Sometimes
consulted, client
driven.

Court Ordered,
Attorney-driven

y

Mutual and
Transparent

Self Determined

Appeals, Can utilize

same team and
experts

If not resolved, clients may
not utilize previously retained
collaborative professionals in

litigation efforts.

Litigation or
Collaborative
Process

Both parties incur costs

for attorneys and
separate experts

Parties share costs of
attorneys and neutral
experts

Generally shared
between couple

This is a simple comparison. This should not be taken as legal advice. You should consult an attorney to determine your options and ramifications of your choice.
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